
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR 

Friday,  
March 29, 
2024 
7:00 PM 
___________ 
Good Friday 



Welcome to Worship!
SUNDAYS @ 10:00AM 
In-person Worship. Masks and distance recommended, not required
Livestream on YouTube. Live at 10am then available on our channel
“The Redheaded Preacher” Podcast. Available wherever you get your 
podcasts, includes sermon and scriptures only, posted weekly by Tuesday

All Chris�ans and seekers a�er God are invited to partake of the Lord's Supper 
with us the first Sunday of every month and special Holy Days (Christmas, 
Maundy Thursday, and Easter). At-home Communion par�cipants are invited to 
provide their own elements and join when Pastor bids you, “take, eat, and drink.”

Text Your Gi�.  Text your gi� to 844-977-2346 
  A�er a short set-up the first �me, simply text your gi� amount
Use PayPal.  PayPal.me/stpeteruccskokie 
Send a Check.  Mail to the address below ... this way s�ll works fine
Set up Vanco.  Contact the church office to enroll in regular giving

We've been in the heart of downtown Skokie since 1867. We are a part of the 
United Church of Christ, which means we are passionate about our faith and 
open in our thinking. We believe in a Triune God who loves everyone, regardless 
of gender iden�ty, orienta�on, race, status, or physical or mental ability, and we 
joyously welcome all people to share worship, membership, marriage, bap�sm, 
funeral, and fellowship with us.

Op en Communion

About St. P eter’s UCC

Ways to Gi�

Contact, F�low, or Talk to Us
Rev. Richard Lanford (Pastor): revlanford@gmail.com
  In the office Wed-Sat (�mes vary) and Sundays
Laura Olson (Office Manager): office@stpeteruccskokie.org
  Office hours Mon-Fri 9am to 2pm
Ben Westphal (Music Director): bcwestphal@gmail.com

Facebook/Instagram/YouTube: stpeteruccskokie
Website: www.stpeteruccskokie.org

Like, follow, or join our 
email list for up-to-date info 
about events and activities!

8013 Laramie Avenue, Skokie, IL 60077 | 847-673-8166
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St. Peter’s United Church of Christ in Skokie 
Order of Worship for Friday March 29 2024 at 7:00 PM 

Good Friday 
Welcome to worship. We ask everyone to join in silence upon entering the 
sanctuary. 

 
PRELUDE                     “When Twilight Comes”       
 
A WELCOME  Rev. Richard Lanford 

From: UCC Worship Ways 
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INVOCATION  
A: Ever-present God, on this Good Friday night, our 

whole world is engulfed in shadows as we 
remember the story of Jesus’ death. We confess 
that we want to push the fast-forward button on 
this familiar story because it hurts so much. It hurts 
to think of the betrayal and arrest of Jesus. It hurts 
to imagine Jesus abandoned and suffering on the 
cross with only a faithful few watching him breathe 
his last breath. It hurts to watch your light 
overtaken by the shadows of the world.  

 
But we must find our place in this crucifixion story 
and feel the pain that is there: The pain of the 
world, of faithless decisions; of betrayal; of 
injustice. Jesus entered that pain out of faithfulness 
to you and to us, to witness to the Truth that is 
Justice, Wholeness and Love. We confess, we are 
afraid to enter this pain with Jesus. Strengthen us 
with your courage; offer glimpses of hope in the 
shadows of death; let us know you are present with 
us here in this moment of pain; now as always. In 
Christ’s name we pray.  Amen. 

 
VOCAL REPRISE   “When Twilight Comes” 
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A READING FROM THE BOOK OF PSALMS 
Psalm 22  Read by Rich Schneider 
 

P:  In the silence of our Sanctuary, let us come to our 
loving God in prayer. 

 
 

CALL TO PRAYER 

 
 
SILENT PRAYERS 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
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PRAYER RESPONSE      Sung by Diane Meggs 

“Were You There When they Crucified My Lord?” 
 
THE READING OF CHRIST’S PASSION 
After each reading, a candle is extinguished 

Peter Disowns Jesus Read by Marlene Russell 

John 18: 15-18 & 25-27 
Musical Response 
 
Jesus Before the High Priest Read by Judy Paige 
John 18:19-24 & 28-32 
Musical Response  
 
Jesus Before Pilate Read by Pat Mauer Erdman 
John 18: 33-40 
Musical Response 
 
The Crucifixion of Jesus Read by Barb Todd 
John 19:1-25 & 31-37 
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HYMN     “Oh Sacrd Head, Now Wounded” #142 (v.1) 
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SILENCE 
 
READERS THEATER  
Pastor Lanford, Jenn Schneider and Peggy Reins 

 
SILENCE 
The light exits the sanctuary 

 
BENEDICTION 
P: “The Light had died out 
 From trauma and hate 
 From fear and frustration 
 From greed, ego, and power. 
 The Light was gone 
 By the time myrrh and aloes 
 Anointed the Empty One. 
 The Light was gone 
 As spices and linen wrapped the Empty One. 
 The Light was gone 
 As the Empty One was placed in the tomb- 
 Set in a space of shadows. 
 And as the dusk wrapped around the tomb, 
 We, too, walk away.” 
-The Rev. Michelle Torgian 
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THE TOLLING OF THE BELL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The congregation is invited to leave the sanctuary, silently, as they feel 
ready. 
 

FOR WORSHIP TONIGHT 

MINISTER  Rev. Richard Lanford 
MUSIC DIRECTOR   Ben Westphal 
DEACON  Jenn Schneider 
LIVESTREAM              Beth Lanford 



 

 

Welcome to our somber Good Friday service this year, 
guided by the Passion Story as told in the Gospel according 
to John.  From the cross, Jesus gave Mary and John into each 
other’s care. He gives us, too, into each other’s care.  
 
Tomorrow the Riley family is serving as representatives and 
members of St. Peter’s U.C.C. as it is our turn to provide the 
food for and serve at the Community Kitchen of A Just 
Harvest!  Tomorrow also we are hoping for a nice sized crew 
to help prepare the sanctuary for worship and the eggs for 
the egg hunt on Sunday. 
 
Resurrection Sunday lets Sunday School take a one-week 
hiatus, but worship with Communion is at 10 AM (attended 
Nursery), followed by the Easter Egg Hunt for children at 
11:15 in our Gym, followed yet again by the Easter Brunch at 
11:30.  Suggested donation is $5; reservations were 
requested but we won’t turn you away if you did not make 
them. 
  
The Church Office is closed the Monday after Easter. 
 
Thanks to Ben Westphal for putting tonight’s service 
together, to everyone who participated in leading it, and to 
all of you who came tonight to commemorate the passion 
and death of Jesus.  
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